


Appendix D-11 
Report Regarding Designated Beneficiary Use of Final Distribution Funds 

 

This report is hereby presented to Wilmington Trust, as Trustee for the Volkswagen Diesel 
Emissions Environmental Mitigation Trust for Indian Tribe Beneficiaries (“Trust”).  The 
Designated Beneficiary named below submits this report regarding its use of Final Distribution 
funds, in accordance with subparagraph 5.3.1 of the Trust. 

Beneficiary Name: Asa’carsarmiut Tribe, Mountain Village Alaska 

Lead Agency: Asa’carsarmiut Tribal Council 

Lead Agency Contact: Mark Springer, Deputy Executive Director 

Complete description of the environmental mitigation project(s) undertaken using Final 
Distribution funds, including the cost of each project: 

 

Amount of Final Distribution funds returned to Trustee in accordance with subparagraph 
5.0.5.5.6, if any: 

 

I, Mark Edward Springer, attest that the information provided in this report is true and correct 
and that the submittal of this report is made under penalty of perjury. 

  ____________________ 

Signature      Date 

$0.00 

Asa’carsarmiut Tribal Council owns a JCB427 Wheel Loader with a Tier 4-Compliant Cummins prime 
mover which was damaged through the inadvertent use of non-Ultra Low Sulphur Diesel fuel. A 
mechanical inspection determined the entire fuel system needed replacement. 

As it was a community priority to bring the machine back into operation to offset emissions from 
older machinery in the community, it was determined that this would be a proper use of the 
Volkswagen Diesel Emissions Environmental Mitigation Trust for Indian Tribe Beneficiaries. The 
repairs by Cummins out of Anchorage were successful.  

Parts and Labor total:     $25,692.29 

The Tribe expresses it gratitude and appreciation to the Trust! 

March 28, 2025









Appendix D-11 
Report Regarding Designated Beneficiary Use of Final Distribution Funds 

 

This report is hereby presented to Wilmington Trust, as Trustee for the Volkswagen Diesel 
Emissions Environmental Mitigation Trust for Indian Tribe Beneficiaries (“Trust”).  The 
Designated Beneficiary named below submits this report regarding its use of Final Distribution 
funds, in accordance with subparagraph 5.3.1 of the Trust. 

Beneficiary Name: Chickaloon Native Village 

Lead Agency: Transportation Department 

Lead Agency Contact: Brian Winnestaffer 

Complete description of the environmental mitigation project(s) undertaken using Final 
Distribution funds, including the cost of each project: 

 

Amount of Final Distribution funds returned to Trustee in accordance with subparagraph 
5.0.5.5.6, if any: 

I, [Name of Authorized Representative], attest that the information provided in this report is true 
and correct and that the submittal of this report is made under penalty of perjury. 

___   3-17-2025 

Signature      Date 

None. 

An older Chevy 1.5 ton diesel plow truck was scrapped and a 2016 F350 diesel plow truck was 
purchased using the final round of the VW trust fund.  This will greatly reduce emissions produced 
by the Transportation department during our plowing/snow removal efforts. All $35,813.50 were 
spent on the truck, topper, and plow. 







 
June 27, 2025 

 

 

Report Regarding Designated Beneficiary Use of Final Distribution Funds 

Submitted to Wilmington Trust, Trustee for the Volkswagen Diesel Emissions Environmental 

Mitigation Trust for Indian Tribe Beneficiaries 

 

Beneficiary Information 

Beneficiary Name: Elk Valley Rancheria, California 

Lead Agency: Elk Valley Rancheria, California Transportation Department 

Lead Agency Contact: Richard Warner, rwarner@elk-valley.com, 2332 Howland Hill Road, 

Crescent City, CA 95531, 707-465-2680 

 

Complete Description of the Environmental Mitigation Project(s) Undertaken Using Final 

Distribution Funds 

 

Project Title: Replacement of Gas-Powered Utility Vehicle with Electric UTV for Tribal 

Property Access 

 

Project Description: 

 

Elk Valley Rancheria utilized Final Distribution funds to support the purchase of an electric 

utility vehicle to replace an older gas-powered lawn tractor currently used for field mowing. This 

initiative supports the goals of the VW Environmental Mitigation Trust by permanently 

removing a combustion engine vehicle from service and replacing it with a zero-emission 

electric vehicle. 

The vehicle selected is a Landmaster AMP 4x4 Crew Electric UTV, a durable, all-electric, low-

maintenance vehicle with a towing capacity of up to 1,750 lbs. The UTV will primarily be used 

by tribal staff for property access, maintenance, and environmental stewardship activities across 

tribal lands. 
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Project Activities and Implementation 

 

1. Vehicle Procurement: 

• The Tribe purchased the Landmaster AMP 4x4 Crew Electric UTV for a total cost 

of $21,945, which included delivery. 

• Of this amount, $21,131.49 will be paid using VW Settlement funds, and the 

remaining $813.51 will be covered by the Tribal Nations Grant Fund (TNGF). 

2. Vehicle Replacement Details: 

• The vehicle being replaced is a gas-powered lawn tractor utility vehicle that has 

been in use for several years and is no longer fuel-efficient or emissions-

compliant. 

• Once the Tribe received the UTV, the gas-powered lawn tractor was permanently 

removed from service and properly disposed of in accordance with Trust 

guidance. 

3. Destruction of Replaced Vehicle: 

• The old gas-powered lawn tractor was rendered inoperable and destroyed, 

with photographic evidence to be provided, including: 

• Serial number of the old vehicle 

• Photos before and after destruction 

 

Project Cost Summary 

 

Expense Category Amount Notes 

Purchase of Landmaster AMP Electric 

UTV 

$21,945.00 Includes delivery 

VW Settlement Funds Applied $21,131.49 Final distribution funds 

TNGF Contribution $813.51 Covers remaining balance 

Total Project Cost $21,945.00  

 

 

Environmental Benefits 

• Emissions Reduction: Replacing a gas-powered UTV with an electric model 

eliminates tailpipe emissions from routine trail and property maintenance 

activities. 

• Energy Efficiency: The electric UTV offers significantly improved energy 

efficiency and reduced lifecycle operating costs. 

• Community Visibility: The vehicle will serve as a visible commitment to 

sustainability and environmental stewardship in the tribal community. 

 

Supporting Documentation: 

• Bill of Sale for electric UTV 

• Photos of vehicle destruction 

 

 













Appendix D-11 
Report Regarding Designated Beneficiary Use of Final Distribution Funds 

 

This report is hereby presented to Wilmington Trust, as Trustee for the Volkswagen Diesel 
Emissions Environmental Mitigation Trust for Indian Tribe Beneficiaries (“Trust”).  The 
Designated Beneficiary named below submits this report regarding its use of Final Distribution 
funds, in accordance with subparagraph 5.3.1 of the Trust. 

Beneficiary Name(s): 
See list below. 

Lead Agency: Kawerak, Inc. 

Lead Agency Contact: Amanda Toerdal 

Complete description of the environmental mitigation project(s) undertaken using Final 
Distribution funds, including the cost of each project: 

 

Beneficiaries & distributed amounts include: 

Native Villages of: 

Brevig Mission $23,117.71  
Diomede $21,498.31  
Elim $22,731.84  
Gambell $24,939.53  
Koyuk $22,820.40  
Savoonga $24,831.99  
Stebbins $24,155.13  

As reported to the Lead Agency, Kawerak, Inc. by the month of June 2025 – each Tribe included in 
the mitigation distribution for our region has utilized their funding for Tribal office upgrades that 
reduce emissions for their communities. Upgrades have included boiler replacements and repairs, 
maintenance work on energy systems, and payments to Tribal office staff for coordination of the 
work. 

We have received no reports to our Lead Agency that any Tribes were not able to fully expend their 
funding, except for the Native Village of St. Michael, who is planning to submit a separate report for 
their leftover distribution dollars. 
 
Thank you, Amanda Toerdal  
6/29/2025 

 

 

 

 



Unalakleet $24,433.47  
White Mountain $21,858.88  
Golovin (Chinik Eskimo 
Community) $21,738.69  
Teller $22,194.15  
Shishmaref                        $24,218.39  
Shaktoolik                        $22,333.31  
Saint 
Michael                    $23,199.94  
Mary’s Igloo $20,802.48  
Wales $21,662.78  

 

 

Amount of Final Distribution funds returned to Trustee in accordance with subparagraph 
5.0.5.5.6, if any: 

 

I, Amanda Toerdal as a representative for the Lead Agency Kawerak, Inc., attest that the 
information provided in this report is true and correct and that the submittal of this report is made 
under penalty of perjury. 

__ ______________  ____________________ 

Signature      Date 

$130.68, per Native Village of St. Michael. 

6/29/2025











Appendix D-11 

Report Regarding Designated Beneficiary Use of Final Distribution Funds 

This report is hereby presented to Wilmington Trust, as Trustee for the Volkswagen Diesel 

Emissions Environmental Mitigation Trust for Indian Tribe Beneficiaries ("Trust"). The 

Designated Beneficiary named below submits this report regarding its use of Final Distribution 

funds, in accordance with subparagraph 5.3.1 of the Trust. 

Beneficiary Name: Muscogee (Creek) Nation 

Lead Agency: Office of Environmental Services 

Lead Agency Contact: James Williams, Director 

Complete description of the environmental mitigation project(s) undertaken using Final 

Distribution funds, including the cost of each project: 

THE MUSCOGEE (CREEK) NATION UTILIZED FINAL DISTRIBUTION VW TRUST FUNDS FOR THE 

FOLLOWING EQUIPMENT PURCHASES AND/OR PROJECTS: 

(1.) 2025 Western Star Semi to be used in the tribe's Solid Waste Program; This vehicle replaces 

an older Semi and, as such, has lower emissions than the tribe's previous truck that was 

taken out of service. TOTAL COST: $225,291.00 

o Of the purchase price of this item, $60,665.50 was used from funds left over from

the previous funding cycle and the remaining $164,625.50 was paid from funds

received in the Final Distribution.

(2.) 2023 Case Minotaur Compact Dozer / Loader to be used in the tribe's Orphaned Well Program. 

This multi-functional piece of equipment eliminates the need for multiple single-function machines 

and is equipped with Eco Boost technology, reducing excessive idling. Moreover, it will be used in 

the tribe's Orphaned Well Program, which will plug and remediate orphaned oil & gas wells on the 

MCN Reservation. COST: $171,949.52 

(3.) Toyota Model 8FBC15U Electric Lift Truck to be used at the MCN Recycle Center, replacing an 

internal combustion powered fork lift. TOTAL COST: $37,220.55 

(4.) Construction of two Electric Vehicle Charging Stations. One station was installed at the tribe's 

Eufaula Indian Health Center in Eufaula, OK; the other station at the tribe's Citizens Services 

Building in Okmulgee, Oklahoma. TOTAL COST: $54,649.30 

Report submitted via email to: VW_lndian_Tribe_Trust_WTNA@WilmingtonTrust.com 

















Appendix D-11 
Report Regarding Designated Beneficiary Use of Final Distribution Funds 

This report is hereby presented to Wilmington Trust, as Trustee for the Volkswagen Diesel Emissions 
Environmental Mitigation Trust for Indian Tribe Beneficiaries (“Trust”).  The Designated Beneficiary 
named below submits this report regarding its use of Final Distribution funds, in accordance with 
subparagraph 5.3.1 of the Trust. 

Beneficiary Name:  Nez Perce Tribe 

Lead Agency:  Nez Perce Tribe Air Quality Program 

Lead Agency Contact: Julie Simpson, Air Quality Program Coordinator 

Complete description of the environmental mitigation project(s) undertaken using Final 
Distribution funds, including the cost of each project: 

Amount of Final Distribution funds returned to Trustee in accordance with subparagraph 5.0.5.5.6, 
if any: 

I, Julie D. Simpson, Nez Perce Tribe Air Quality Program Coordinator, attest that the information 
provided in this report is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, and that the submittal of this report 
is made under penalty of perjury. 

This report has been submitted to the Trustee on this day June 27, 2025, through their secure email 
address: VW_Indian_Tribe_Trust_WTNA@WilmingtonTrust.com. 

Signature & date: _________________________________________ 

$1,282.62 Amount of VW Round 2 funds returned to Trustee 

$2,189.51 Amount of VW Round 3 funds returned to Trustee 

$13,431.93 Amount of VW Round 4 funds returned to Trustee 

$10,515.73 Amount of Final Distribution funds returned to Trustee 

$27,419.79 Total amount of VW funds returned to Trustee 

Equipment/Vehicles to Reduce NOx Emissions: 

1. $13,600.29 expended for purchase of new 2024 Western Star 57X Tractor Trailer Truck. Final
Distribution Funds provided the $13,600.29 in increased cost of the new diesel truck budgeted under
VW Mitigation Trust Round 4 funds.

2. $12,924.20 expended for EVSE at Kamiah, ID. Final Distribution Funds provided the $12,924.20 in
increased cost of Kamiah EVSE installation budgeted under VW Mitigation Trust Round 2 funds.

3. $791.20 expended for EVSE at Zims, ID. Final Distribution Funds provided the $791.20 in increased
cost of Zims EVSE installation budgeted under VW Mitigation Trust Round 4 funds.

4. Total Final Distribution Funds Expended: $27,315.69

(copy of check and USPS tracking information attached to 
report)











Appendix D-11 
Report Regarding Designated Beneficiary Use of Final Distribution Funds 

 

This report is hereby presented to Wilmington Trust, as Trustee for the Volkswagen Diesel 
Emissions Environmental Mitigation Trust for Indian Tribe Beneficiaries (“Trust”).  The 
Designated Beneficiary named below submits this report regarding its use of Final Distribution 
funds, in accordance with subparagraph 5.3.1 of the Trust. 

Beneficiary Name: Swinomish Indian Tribal Community 

Lead Agency: Office Of Tribal Attorney 

Lead Agency Contact: Weston LeMay 

Complete description of the environmental mitigation project(s) undertaken using Final 
Distribution funds, including the cost of each project: 

 
Amount of Final Distribution funds returned to Trustee in accordance with subparagraph 
5.0.5.5.6, if any: 

 

I, Weston LeMay, attest that the information provided in this report is true and correct and that 
the submittal of this report is made under penalty of perjury. 

 

__ ______  ____________________ 

Signature      Date 

$0 

Swinomish utilized the Final Distribution Funds, totaling $25,445.59, to meet the supplemental 
funding needs of a Diesel Emission Reduction Act (DERA) Grant Program project to repower the 
auxiliary diesel engine of a vessel in the Swinomish Tribe’s Treaty fishing fleet. This project (DERA 
project # DE - 01J88501 – 0) replaced a high-polluting diesel engine with a newer, lower-emissions 
model, resulting in emissions and air quality-related benefits. Supplemental funding was required 
because the project, which required a 25% cost share, was originally funded in 2020. COVID-related 
inflationary pressures and supply chain disruptions increased costs to the point where final project 
cost exceeded the grant and required match by $43,353.39. The Round 5 Final Distribution Funds 
were utilized to reduce the project overage from $43,353.39 to $17,907.80.  

This project was calculated to reduce NOx by 0.11 short tons over the next 5 years in addition to 
0.015 short tons of PM2.5, 0.015 short tons of hydrocarbons, and 0.09 short tons of carbon 
monoxide.  

     

6/18/2025



Appendix D-11 
Report Regarding Designated Beneficiary Use of Final Distribution Funds 

 

This report is hereby presented to Wilmington Trust, as Trustee for the Volkswagen Diesel 
Emissions Environmental Mitigation Trust for Indian Tribe Beneficiaries (“Trust”).  The 
Designated Beneficiary named below submits this report regarding its use of Final Distribution 
funds, in accordance with subparagraph 5.3.1 of the Trust. 

Beneficiary Name: Anvik, Arctic Village, Beaver, Holy Cross, Huslia, Koyukuk, Manley Hot 
Springs, Minto, Stevens Village, Venetie, Nulato, Grayling, Shageluk 

Lead Agency: Tanana Chiefs Conference 

Lead Agency Contact: Dave PM 

Complete description of the environmental mitigation project(s) undertaken using Final 
Distribution funds, including the cost of each project: 

Amount of Final Distribution funds returned to Trustee in accordance with subparagraph 
5.0.5.5.6, if any: 

 

I, [Name of Authorized Representative], attest that the information provided in this report is true 
and correct and that the submittal of this report is made under penalty of perjury. 

  

  _1/30/2025___________________ 

Signature      Date 

 

So far there has been ongoing conversations between Tanana Chiefs Conference and villages 
awarded money through the VW Settlement fund on what projects to take on with the funds. So far 
$5,250 has been spent for Venetie for a microgrid feasibility study. For other villages potential 
projects that are being discussed are small electric transportation vehicles, for example an electric 
snowmobile or side by side.  



















































Appendix D-11 
Report Regarding Designated Beneficiary Use of Final Distribution Funds 

 

This report is hereby presented to Wilmington Trust, as Trustee for the Volkswagen Diesel 
Emissions Environmental Mitigation Trust for Indian Tribe Beneficiaries (“Trust”).  The 
Designated Beneficiary named below submits this report regarding its use of Final Distribution 
funds, in accordance with subparagraph 5.3.1 of the Trust. 

Beneficiary Name: 

Lead Agency: 

Lead Agency Contact: 

Complete description of the environmental mitigation project(s) undertaken using Final 
Distribution funds, including the cost of each project: 

 

Amount of Final Distribution funds returned to Trustee in accordance with subparagraph 
5.0.5.5.6, if any: 

 

I, [Name of Authorized Representative], attest that the information provided in this report is true 
and correct and that the submittal of this report is made under penalty of perjury. 

 

_________  ____________________ 

Signature      Date 

 

 

Case 3:16-cv-00295-CRB   Document 91-1   Filed 10/23/23   Page 141 of 141

The funds were used to purchase six single-port Level 2 electric vehicle chargers to 
complete a rip and replace of outdated or broken chargers at the Tribe's Cache Creek 
Casino Resort. The total cost of the project is $22,807.50. Remaining costs for the 
replacement of the electric vehicle chargers that are not covered by the Tribe's 
allocation will be paid for by the Tribe.

N/A

6/27/2025

Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation

Yocha Dehe Environmental 

Sarah Morgan
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